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another by " scandals" which have loft an evil odour and
havo given the enemies of colouination just cause to
blaspheme, Tito colonies were for a long time looked upon
an a luippy hunting-ground for adventurers who could not
Bottle down to tttciuly work at homo, or a $ort of early Australia
to which, family failures might conveniently bo Rout. If a man
succeeded at nothing eke ho wtw thought good enough for
colonial Hovvieo, and many shady careers were closed in Ger-
many, only to bo reopened acronn the scan. For while
forgotten by their friends at home, tlie vory defects of character
which made it prudent for these (juewtiouable characters to seek
now life in the diHtnut tropics were responsible ibr many of the
OKCOKHOH and crimes which havo from time to time come to light
in administration, and which, more than anything else, caused
the colonial empire and colonial policy altogether to sound
disagreeable in lament earn.
A Liberal deputy said in the Iloichwtag not long ago:
** The cixussoH of the fiasco in our colonial endeavours are
various. The choice of officials IMS boon very unfortunate.
The colonies are regarded an relief institutions for the
benefit of men who have failed at home,'1 This charge can
no longer be made, though it is only recently that a new
spirit has entered into tho colonial service generally. One
onthusiastic advocate of colonial enterprise ban sorionsly claimed
that colonies should be established in order that *' tho swamps
of our social life might be drained, their dirty waters let off and
cleansed."
In tho Speech iroru the Throne with which the Boichstag
was opened en November 22, 1888, when the colonial move"
irxout was at its height and a good deal of genuine idealism
clung to tho minds of its prophets and preachers, it was de-
clared that it must bo a solemn duty of tho Empire to "win
tho Dark Continent for Christian, civilisation**' Not much
Christian civilisation, or civilisation of any kind, was carried
to the colonies by the early pioneers and administrators,
nor yot by some of their successors. Stories of slavery,
violence, cruelty, illegality, and lust, committed both by officials
and planters, were sent home only too frequently by missionaries
and clean-handed men in the colonial service who could
not see these things and be silent, and disciplinary proceed"